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On the evening of July 4, Mario Reyes Sarmiento, one of seven Honduran supreme court judges, was
shot to death by police in downtown Tegucigalpa, result of a "confused incident." In the aftermath
of the death of the judge, who was a personal friend of President Jose Azcona Hoyo, four policemen
were detained pending an investigation. According to police spokespersons, Saramiento was
requested to stop his vehicle and present identification documents. The judge refused to do so,
and reportedly fired three shots into the air with a 38 caliber pistol. Police patrolmen then pursued
the judge's automobile, while firing repeatedly. After being shot in the back, Reyes Sarmiento's
vehicle crashed into a building. The judge died in the hospital at about 4 a.m. local time on July 5.
According to the chief of police in Tegucigalpa, Reyes Sarmiento acted in an imprudent fashion.
He told reporters, "We regret this painful incident." The chief refused to answer a question on
whether the judge was inebriated. Police sources said the four detained officers will be tried by a
military tribunal, in accordance with the nation's penal code. In the past two weeks, the Honduran
armed forces initiated an anti-crime campaign. More than 17,000 soldiers, police, air force and
navy personnel were deployed throughout the country in an effort to prevent armed assault, rape
and street murders. Police estimate that in the capital city alone, at least 4,000 serious crimes have
occured in the last six months. (Basic data from AP, 07/05/87)
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